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The Caribs of the northern coast of South America carried the bones of 
their ancestors with them, and when on war expeditions they served as 
models to excite them to acts of prowess. Some tribes of Northern Brazil 
observed the custom of eating the bodies of their parents and relatives ; 
the bones could not be swallowed entire, and so they were burnt to ashes 
or pulverized in a mortar, and then mixed into the drinks. This custom is 
based especially upon the idea of transmigration of human souls through 
parts of their bodies into other human bodies. But there is another curious 
superstition underlying this as well as the Cha'hta custom. It is the idea 
that the real seat of the human soul is in the bones. Thus when the bones 
of the deceased are swallowed in drinking, their souls are revived and con- 
tinue to exist in other human beings. This is also the reason why the 
Tonkawe Indians of Texas have the singular expression to become bones for 
to be born. In Tonkawe this is ni'kaman yeke'wa, and ni'kaman, bone, is 
derived from a radix, to break. This would point either to the breaking of 
bones to extract the marrow (the Tonkawe were anthropophagists), or it 
refers to the joints found on many bones in the skeleton. The aborigines 
of the Willamette Valley of Oregon held an opinion just contrary to the 
above concerning the connection of the soul with the bones. Their customs 
taught them, under penalty, never to pronounce the name of a deceased 
person before ten to fifteen years after death. After that lapse of time it 
was permitted to do so, because then the flesh had rotted away from the 
bones, and hence the soul, which could have revenged the misdeed, had 
gone forever. The ideas of our Indians concerning this special topic must 
have differed largely, and it is evident that tribes which cremated their 
dead did not adhere to any of the above "theories." — A. S. Gatschet. 

Am Urds-Brunnen. — Among journals devoted to folk-lore, not pre- 
viously noticed in the Journal of American Folk-Lore, may be men- 
tioned " Am Urds-Brunnen," an unpretentious periodical, published by Dr. 
Heinr. Carstens in Dahrenwurth, near Lunden, Holstein province, Germany, 
which is issued monthly in octavo size, and has now reached its sixth year. 
With a corps of able collaborators the editor discusses topics of mythology, 
sagas, and other legendary lore, popular customs, and historical points re- 
ferring to all these, the scope of the periodical being the popularizing of 
the results gained by erudite researches on these matters. Urda, from 
whom the name of the magazine is derived, is one of the three Norns of 
Scandinavian mythology. The articles chiefly possess a national German 
character, although the folk-lore of other modern nations of the globe is 
not excluded. Price, by mail, three marks annually. — A. S. Gatschet. 



